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womonspace is a publication of the 
Womonspace Social and Recreational 
Society of Edmonton, a non-profit 
volunteer organization. Our purpose 
is to inform and entertain our 
members and other interested lesbians. 


The opinions expressed in 
womonspace do not necessarily reflect 
the opinions of the Womonspace 
Board. The events, organizations and 
establishments publicized are not 
necessarily supported by womonspace. 


Material submitted becomes the 
property of womonspace. We reserve 
the right to edit for length and 
content, and to refuse publication. 
Submissions will be published on 
Womonspace’s website, unless 
otherwise agreed. 
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editorial 


by shawna |. mochnacz 


ga admit it—up until this year, I never 
J in my life played a game of pool at 
a dy ke bar. Iso badly sucked at pool, 
many wondered if I was in fact a real 
lesbian. There were no support groups I 
could turn to, so after 34 vears, I promptly 
signed up for billiards lessons. At first ] 
was very freaked out, wondering if bil- 
liards was the same as pool—rest 
assured, it looks pretty much the same, 
and you use the same moves. Those few 
classes were enough of a confidence 
boost to try a few games at Secrets. I 
Pm 


did not suck. Don’t get me wrong 
no superstar, but at least nobody lost an 
eve, and I know not to ask with each 
turn, “Um, what colour am I?” My very 
first adventure to a gay bar happened in 
my third-year university, with with 
third-vear gf, and a couple of our boy- 
friends. We drove two hours to Winnipeg 
in My Little Pony (my disposable 
Hyundai) and sat in the car wondering 
if we were really at the right address. 
The club looked like a condemned, 
unmarked mattress factory. After about 
15 minutes, a sleek, silver Audi pulled 
up in front of us, and two super gay 
boys got out, and said enthusiastically, 
“C’mon—it’s more fun INSIDE!” We 
sat in the lounge near the fireplace in 
awe of all the gav people who were there, 
king, 


sitting, breathing, drinking, ta 
dancing shirtless. It was there on the 
first night, that I received my first pinch 
by a very disappointed gay man. We 
returned to Brandon in the wee hours 
of the morning, which became our 
monthly routine. We all agreed dancing 
was our gay duty. I eventually took a 
crack a DJing while living in Ontario, 
and instantly loved it. I don’t know how 
many pancakes I’ve eaten after a night 
of DJing/dancing, consoling so-and-so 
one week because Cute Girl didn’t even 
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look at her that night or calming down 
said so-and-so because Cute Girl “acci- 
dentally” brushed up against her on the 
dance floor the next week. The gay bars 
are a place where vou can be safely gay, 
get together with friends for a beer, play 
a few games, dance, make new friends, 
or just absorb the ENiege y Ona good 
night—filled with fantasy and excite- 
ment. You know it’s filled with lots of 
gay people just like you and me, and 
most are out there wanting to be met. 
True, some are basically wearing a Do 
Not Disturb sign on them, but they 
have a right to be there too and enjoy a 
night out. (Some of them DO bite, so 
it’s best to leave them alone.) But the 
bars will always be a part of our 
community, our history, our gay 
culture. And they have to play the good 
music somewhere! Should I have maybe 
signed up for dancing lessons? Probably. 


Does that stop me from dancing? Never! ¥ 
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SUPERMODEL 


(gay 
Brian De Palma’s upcon 


flick Femme Fatale, reportedly 
features some of the hottest 


girl-on-girl action of all ti 
The thriller stars model-turt 


actress Rebecca Romijn-Stamos 


as a former con artist whos 


and narrow. Look for Roi 


SAPPHIC 


S$? 


(om) 


ung 


me. ? | f 


rye d- 


e past haunts her when she attempts to go on the straight 
nijn-Stamos to get some mile-high lavatory lovin’ from 


tellow model Rie Rasmussen in what Rolling Stone calls “the greatest, most stirring 


gratuitous lesbo sex scene ever.” Rasmussen’s own adventures in the air are rumoured 


to have inspired the scene. 


WHAT DO 


LIFETIME LESBIANS? 


The Lifetime network is tc 


jerker What Makes a Far 


themed moyvie—this one by out lesbian writer/director 
Lee Rose (A Girl Thing). This Much I Know will star 


the beautiful-in-a-butch-ki 


working mother whose we 


she falls in love with her new boss—who just happens 


to be a woman. Currently i 
This Much I Know is sched 


_ WHOL 


(plan 


‘ FR do tl 
~~ AY 


pr Says € 


The film is released November 9th. 


YOU KNOW ABOUT 


(gay.com) 
lowing up the 2001 tear- 


mily with another lesbian- 


id-of-way Leslie Hope, as a 


ld begins to unravel when 


n production in Vancouver, 
uled to debut in early 2003. Ary 
Leslie Hope 


VES IN A PINEAPPLE UNDER THE SEA? 


etout.com) 


SpongeBob SquarePants is the highest rated kids’ show 


“e~-S on television and can be seen on YTV. While making 


it clear the characters are not gay, SpongeBob’s creator 


does see the show’s attraction to the GLBT community. “I 


ink that the attitude of the show is about tolerance,” 
‘eator Stephen Hillenburg. “Everybody 1s different, and 


the show embraces that.” “He’s a sponge, how can he be gay?” joked Cathy 


Renna of the Gay and Lesb 
does wonder, though, abou 
friend, Sandy Cheeks. “I tl 
fun and campy, and the sho 


an Alliance Against Defamation (GLAAD). She said she 
t the ultratomboyish tendencies of SpongeBob’s squirrel 


ink our community has a finely tuned sense of what ts 
w is definitely fun and campy. The show also talks about 


tolerance,” which Renna says is not often seen in the mainstream media. 
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Don your gay apparel, and sit yourself ‘ a S 
down in front of a computer (it doesn’t f al eC h @) \l ol | 
HAVE to be Mac, though, they are cuter) 

and write to womonspace @hotmail.com about 
your upcoming holiday plans/favourite memories 
Any interesting mistletoe mishaps? Allergic to 
turkey? Are you the one building snowdykes on 


your neighbour's yard’? Do you avoid the 


c // A | \ 5//) i reak he 
family/hallmark hoopla by taking a REAL holiday 


¢t ~actloc / OTN ae > =t> ac 
touring the castles in England? Share your stories 


with the community in 500 word’ or less. [Ff vou don’t. the new board will be forced 


to write, and that might make them crabby, and’ you don't want a crabby board 


A 


Or | A Np O 4 ALGONQUIN TRAVEL 


Faton Centre | 
; e@ K S 429-2233 


Para? O22 4 TOLL FREE: 1-888-255-0515 


ons lesbian-owned, 
Edmonton s lesbian-owne OFFERING THE ALTERNATIVES 


feminist bookstore YOU WANT 


with a fine selection 


of titles for women. FOR THE HOLIDAY 
YOU DESERVE! 


email us at 
corinne@algonquintravel. com 


New and Used Books 


10123 Whyte Ave. T6E 125 
432-7633 


www.orlandobooks.com 


IGLTA 
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entertainment ata, Mea, 


review by h. johnston 


The Ethical Slut: A guide to infinite sexual possibilities 
by Dossie Easton and Catherine A. Liszt 

“Whatever your prejudices are...it really is good for 
you to learn to get bigger than your biases.” 

—Easton and Liszt 


et me tell you, I felt like a self- 
righteous fool many pages before | 
read that phrase in the book. Before 
consuming this comprehensive guide to 
polyamory, I had it set in my mind that 
| was only interested in a few kinds of 
poly: Polysporin, Polygrip, or Polyfilla. 
[he Ethical Slut is by no means an 
apologetic diatribe on justification for 
sleeping around. In fact, the authors 
take to task VEEY SELIOU sly the ethical 


responsibilities of living a poly lifestyle. 


In fact, I would venture to guess that 


this way of living is embraced by few, 


because an enormous amount of time 
and energy is needed for the maturity 
and introspection to make it work. 
Language in this book is, at the very 
least, an attempt at redefinition: of 
terms, behaviours and attitudes. In fact, 
opening pages read like a coming-out 
manual: “...by breaking the rules, we 
both free and empower ourselves.” 


Sound like queer theory? It is! Sexuality, 


according to Easton and Liszt, is some- 
thing to be shared and celebrated as a 
positive, creative force in the midst of a 
society that preaches self-denial. We are 
all worthy and capable of both giving 
and receiving pleasure. The more you 
give, the more you get. The book is 
cohesively divided into four parts: Within 
Ourselves, Between One Another, In The 
World, and Having Fun. Values, ethics 


and paradigms are constantly threaded 


through and woven between each chapter. 


#2 uy eg 


Review 


Being an ethical slut involves consent, 
honesty, recognition of ramifications, 


and respect. The authors provide inter- 


esting analyses of pioneering sexual sub- 
cultures, lesbianism being one of them. 
Yes, we too inadvertently practice a form 
of nonmonogamy known as serial 
monogamy. Sometimes, our sense of self 
is lost if our relationship is lost, and 
hence, we get right back into another 
relationship. Despite illustrating this 
shortcoming, Easton and Liszt bring to 
light advantages of lesbian free love, 
such as attention to consensuality, 
openness about processing feelings, and 
women as sexual initiators. Most impor- 
tantly, the book addresses the tough 
questions about sharing intumacy with 
more than one person, such as Jealousy, 
dishonesty, and falling in love. ve always 
thought that the longest distance between 
two points is between the head and the 
heart. However, the very practical sug- 


gestions for communicating through these 
obstacles appealed to my philosophical 
logic-trained brain. My own definition for 
what constitutes an intimate relationship 
was scrambled like an egg while I read 
this book. I want to form emotional con- 
nections with people. I want sensual 
idated by 


stimulation. | want to be va 
many people who love and care for me. 
This I can fathom. Hey, I guess I’m 
kinda poly! But having sex with all these 
people? Yikes. For now, I think Pm 


going to stick to verbal intercourse! ¥ 
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Community news 


Left to right: Cindy, 
Shawna, Sally, Carol, 
Rae, Jaimie. 


As of Saturday, 
October 19th, 
your new 
Womonspace . 
Board is: Pea 


Sn aa ree M Presiaent: Sally Coopel 
( / { (6 Y ( ( nN Vice-President: Carol Cattell 
\ yes AL vf Treasurer: Rae Johnson 
Secretary: Jaimie Clements 

Newsletter Editor; Shawna lL. Mochnacz 
i Coordinator: Valda Roberts 
Membership Coordinator: Ginette Gibeault 
Public Relations: Cindy Bruneau 

Activities Coordinator: Jennifer Dahlen 


czeching the president's credentials 


Congratulations to Womonspace on the election of Sall\ 
Cooper. All her data seems to be firmly in place. Only 
- two blips found with a thorough assessment of her hard 
drive and her software is really nice and soft. She is, 
—. hands down, the jean-wearing Pres of this electorate 


ae fe . . if a ae 

and @ big thank you te... 
There are three perpetual volunteers that help ring your 
newsletter to life. Thank you Carolina Diaz-Goano, for being 
the Amazing Womonspace Web Goddess this past year, 
and agreeing to keep our voice in Edmonton's lesbian 
community on-line this coming year. Also, huge thanks to 
the very efficient and organized Rhonda Lothammer, who 
has agreed to stay on as the Aaministrative Assistant, 
keeping the aavertising accounts in order. Lastly, a very big 
thank you to the ever professional, creative 
wizard/Newsletter Designer, Marcey Andrews, for making 
womonspace look so good e€ach Issue! 


Returning Newsletter Volunteers: (from top to bottom) 
Carolina (and Kiara), Rhonda, and Marcey (circa 1974). 
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Letter From the Prez 
by Sally Cooper 


at was a chilly, rainy, perfect-for- 
J snuggling-on-the-couch kind of 
night, but many dedicated members 
dragged themselves to the Annual 
General Meeting on October 19th and 
helped mark a significant changing of 
the guard at Womonspace. By the end of 
the evening, eight of the nine available 
filled with 


(almost) no coercion, four new people 


board positions were 
stepped up to replace those who retired 
and most who returned were elected to 
positions new to them. Thank you to all 
who made it happen: Julie Lloyd for 
chairing the meeting, the people who 
ran tor the board and all of you who 


showed an interest in the future 
direction of the organization. With so 


much change on the board, there 1s 


great Opportunity for new initiatives 
and new ways of doing things. I think 
it’s important, however, that we keep in 
mind the history of Womonspace and 
the organization’s role in our 
community. Over the past 20 years, 
Womonspace dances have filled a niche 
somewhere between the bar scene and 


the coffee shops. The goal of providing 


women a place of their own to gather 
and celebrate each month—and_ the 
occasional struggles to meet that 
goal—have resulted in traditions of 
dedicated volunteer spirits, sSocla 
awareness, cooperation with other 
groups in the LGBT community, and ¢ 
dignified representation of our cause 


to the broader community around us. 


These are traditions I hope we al 
work to continue. Here’s to a fun and 


successful year!¥ 


Curling With Pride 
by Wesdyae 

urling has begun 

VA for a new year, 
and there are a 
few women who are out 


on the ice! May be more 


would like to join us? 
hem leacuemismealilied 
Curling With Pride— 
we pulled the big curling 


rock through the Pride 


parade. Currently about 


30 people show up every 

Friday, but there are about 45 in the 
league, various skill levels. We are 
desperate for anyone who can _ play 
third or skip. It would be nice to have 
two females skipping in the league. The 
season started Oct 4th, but it’s never 
too late to join. We curl Fridays at 9:00 


pm at the Shamrock Curling Club, 


9330-80 Ave, followed by cocktail hour 


in the club lounge. Come out and meet 


curlers and tip back a cocktail or two. 
Drop in fee is $12/night. The season fee 
is $160 for 17 
have any questions, call me at 487-2764. 


weeks of curling. If you 


Visit out website: 


http://members.shaw.ca/curlingwithpride/ 
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what's up in november! (Zaye 


thursday. november 7 
7:30 pm to 10 pm 
Grrls Games Night at GLCCE. Join 
vour hostess with the mostess, 
Stephanie, where all the pretty grrls 
will be. Games, giggling and good 
snacks, guaranteed! 


saturday. november 9 
Ice Breaker Dance at Sublime. 
Tickets $10. Call Lance 479-2038. 


sunday, november 10, 7:30 pm 

Holiday Inn Express, Ice Breaker 
Tournament. Dinner with guest pert 
by EVM. Tickets for this gay sports 
mixer are $30. Call Lance 479-2038. 


monday, november I 
8 pm to 3 am 
The Roosts’ 19th Annual AIDS 
Benefit. Silent Auction, Chinese 
Auction, Hair Cut-a-Thon, Live 
Entertainment, The Wizard of Oz 
Production Show, The Bob Todrick 
Art Exhibit DUO. Proceeds donated 
to the U of A’s AIDS Research Centre. 


tuesday, november 12. 7:15 pm 
GLCCE’s New Volunteer Orientation 
Night. Find out about volunteering 
opportunities ar GLCCE! 


thursday, november 14, 7 to 10 pm 
GLLCE’s Women’s Drop-In 
Sex Toy Party 
november 14 and 28 
Special General Pride Committee 
Meeting, 7pm at Sublime. Come out and 
help make next year’s pride a smash. 


friday, november 15 
Edmonton Women—Edmonton’s new 
women’s social group are going to an 

early movie and then to the High 

Level Diner for dessert and coffee. 
Contact Tracy at 619-9723 or 
avery66@aol.com for details. 
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friday, november 15 
The Arden presents The Laura Love 


Duo. Love shows she’s one of the 
most promising new female artists— 
in the same class as Sarah 
MacLachlan and Alanis Morissette. 
Call 459-1542. 


saturday, november 16 
noon to 4 pm 
The Womonspace Fabulous Fall 
Craft Fair at Westmount Hall, 
10970-127th Street. Start your 


holiday shopping early! 


saturday, november 16 
9:30 am to 4 pm 
U of A Education South Bldg Rm. 
129, AGAPE Mini-Conference: Sex 
and Gender Differences, Education 
and Culture. Guests include Jan 
Padgette, filmmaker of NFB LGBT 
videos, YUY, Dr. Alvin Schroder, 
Alberta’s Teacher Association, 
PFLAG, and Diversity Conferences 
of Alberta. Contact 
andre.grace@ualberta.ca or 
kwells@ualberta.ca 


thursday. november 21 

7 to 10 pm 
GLCCE’s Women’s Drop-In 
Guest Speaker. 

thursday. november 28 

7 to 10 pm 
GLCCE’s Women’s Drop-In STD 
Seminar/Safer Sex. 


COMING SOON: 


sunday, december 1, 7 pm 
World AIDS Day, Garneau United 
Church with performances by EVM. 


december 31 
Womonspace Mixed 
New Year’s Eve Dance 


sagittarius 


Volunteer activities and club memberships 


nov22 - der 


could put you more in the public eye. A 
Taurus who seems to be trving to steal your 
limelight actually might be trving to help 


vou shine. 


Capricorn 


Phis will be a month of contemplation and 


dec2 - janrg 


meditation. Romance will take on a deeper 
meaning. A Pisces from the past will be pre- 
sent, probably not as a lover, but as a guide. 


aquarius jam - feb 


If you don’t let pride get im your way, 


November could be the month vou finally 


make progress in career, finances and love. A 


Capricorn could help with all of the above. 


pisces 


November will be a month of entertaining, 


febig - marzo 


gatherings and friendship. It ll cut into your 
budget a bit, but accept that invitation to an 


out of town celebration. 


ahehe § marzi - aprig 


Discretion and mystery are vour keywords 
this month. Know which of your secrets are 
sacred. Someone wants to tell you some- 


thing, but doesn’t have the nerve—yvet. 


PEs 


the Amazing Saltini 


SCOrpio 


flirtation, 


oct2g ~ HOv2) 


Virgo signals romance and 
meetings of minds in November. Of course 
first you'll have to climb out of that hermit 


cave, get your hair done, buy new clothes... 


apr2o - may20 


taurus 


This is an explosively powerful time for you! 
Flirtatious bonds will crackle with potential 
energy. Keep yourself grounded and you 


won't get. zapped by the current. 
gemini 


may2i - jun2i 
During November you will have the gift of 


prophecy, even though some things will give 
you a sense of deja vu. You're on the right 


path, even if it seems you're going in circles. 


Cane er 


Quell your instinct to pull back because of 


jun22 - julo2 


a perceived injustice. If you’re thinking of 
making changes to please an Aquarian, she 
likes you just the way you are. 


| € 0 jul23 - aug22 


This looks to be a busy month for you. New 
workout routines—or partners—will have 
you looking and feeling great. That’s good, 


because someone pleasant 1s watching. 


Virgo 


aug23 - sep22 
Your communication skills will set you apart 


at work. Your problem-solving skills will 
make you the one management notices. Take 
one thing at a time to calm the chaos. 


libra sep23 - oct23 


Don’t let your passions and emotions inter- 
fere with your good judgment. This will be a 
challenging month, but could end up being 


all the more rewarding because of that. 
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Raising The Bar On How The Bar Raised Me 


by LMB 


ats the early °90s. My cousin and I 


fi are coming out, and going out. But 
really, we're going back in. 

Seemingly a safe haven, we have to 
sign in to the quite literally under- 
ground bar. 

My signature is illegible. From light 
to darkness, we enter. Why aren’t we 
instead bringing 

the truth to light? 

The red glow, the pulsing beat. I’m 
trapped in a womb of shame and 
hiding. 

At the same time, I feel like I’m 
being birthed into my identity. It’s my 

fright, my right 

of 

passage. 


Lots of smoke and Diet Coke. Breasts 


and boots. Dancing and glancing. Short 
on the sides, short on top, long in 
the back. 

My first kiss. 

Seeing my fifth-grade teacher. 

Meeting my lovers. 

C onversation consists ot yes Or No: 
“MAY I BUY YOU A DRINK?” 

OULD as OURS. LIKE iG 
DANCE?? MAY TI HAVE YOUR 
PHONE NUMBER?” 

The lights come on, and I look at my 
chosen family. 

I go in and come out, trying to be 
who Iam who I’m not who I am who 
Pm 

not... 

Out of the closet and into the bar. Is 
this the ay it should be?¥ 


Intimate 
Attitudes 


Meghan Cox 
Independent Consultant 


Evenings of Adventure 
Direct Sales 


(780) 454 8120 | 
(780) 619 1755 


meghan-cox@intimateattitudes.com 
www.intimateattitudes.com 


Douglas Design 


Select Framing Inc. 


“When all you want to spend...is 


more time at home” 


8606 - 118 Avenue 
Edmonton 
780.413.8250 
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Liquor? You Lick’ er, 
You brought’ er! 
by Joan White Calf 


hat to do about the bar 


scene....Jhere are bars and 

then there are gay bars. A few 
friends and some family of mine were 
recently polishing off the traditional 


Thanksgiving meal. We were making 
p 


intake at one of the local queer bars. | 


ans to head out and wear off the carb 


was up for anything, seeing as how we 


were traveling in a gang, which is a 


good way to enter the bar. That way, 
it’s not so obvious that you are secretly 
hoping to meet the next playmate/love 
interest of your lite. You’re just there 
with your crew after all, cool as a 


cucumber. We noted that it seems harder 


for us chicks to greet one another as in 


a casual “Hey what’s happening?” kind 


of way, especially if we are by ourselves. 


[here’s the fear that we are on the make 


and it’s easy to polarize our paranoid egos. 
[his is why some of us have become the 


self-appointed welcoming committee, 


and feel it’s our duty to invite any little 
stray ladies to come on over and join 
our table. Sometimes we are received 


well, and other times we can actually 


see the whites of the eves of frig itened 


and very skittish dykes. Just relax Honeys, 


we arent trying to get into your jeans— 


unless you beg, and then we will 


certainly consider that possibility! We 
are Just trving to be like most normal 
strangers who have the commonality 
of being human and needing a little 
validation of our presence on good old 
Mother Earth. 

We’ ve 


greeted by the owners of our favorite 


come to appreciate being 


watering holes. We just get all warm 


and tuzzy when our bartenders say 


“hello,” as we take those first scary steps 


It makes us want to stay and 


inside. 
spend lots of money! We have some 
challenges to overcome In Our ventures 
to socialize in our queer community. 
The smoking thing is a big problem for 
lots of folks and even though it’s nice 
to sitand smoke your brains out over a 
cup of hot tequila-laden cocoa, we 
might be missing out on some really 
hot non-smoking action that will never 
show themselves to us in the romantic 
neon night light. We’re still working on 
that issue. 

Then there is the almighty question, 
can you bring your straight friends to a 
queer establishment? Of course! The 
queers won't hold against the straight 
customers if they get a little tipsy and 
start rubbing themselves all over every- 
one. We understand that they’re not 
really “that way”. (Not yet, anyway, 
Baby!) And some of the dykes don’t 
want their time out and about spent 


watching the drag queens. But just 
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think of it as alternative theatre with a 
hell of a lot of necessary fundraising 
dollars going back into the queer 
community. And then there is the 
drinking/non-drinking thing. If you 
feel like a geek sitting in a bar and not 
drinking, try other things. Chew on a 
swizzle stick, play with the fringes on 
your jacket, savour that big, tall water 
on the rocks. No one will ever know if 
youre just being a pussy or sucking 
back a double vodka and water. You 
can really fool them by acting friendly 
and smiling a lot. Get involved in a 
good game of Jill Pool—no rules, just 
shoot at everything! It’s great! When 
you get feeling really bitchy about the 


bars, just remember that there are lots 


of places on this planet that outlaw 
such places of gathering. So try to 
make the best of it...you can start by 
buying me a drink. P.S. I'd like to 
apologize to all the llamas I may have 


offended in last month’s newsletter. ¥ 


dj_ann@shaw.ca 


MUSIC FOR ALL OCCASIONS 
G000 SELECTION 
REASONABLE RATE 


ph. 780.488.5990 cell.780.909.0399 


etree TOYP 


Barrister © Solicitor 


9O Canada Western Bank Dlace 
10303 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3N6 


(78O) 442-4417 
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Becoming a Bear at 
The Pump Jack 
by Wesdyne 


ga frequent Vancouver only thanks to 
knowing Boyz who give me free 
talk for 


kicking your fag friends out of their 


lodging—that’s fancy 


beds and on to the couch while raiding 
their fridge full of nutritional new-age 
food. These visits give the Boyz an 
excuse to go dancing, code for “We're 
going cruising!” Most Boyz will use 
any excuse, Including first Friday of 
the week, as a reason to don their club 
clothes and hit the scene. I bird-dog for 
them and vice-versa. Unfortunately, 
they don’t bring me any woman in the 
bar, gay or straight, while I roust up 
tasty little tidbits of chicken and beef 
for them. 

Last spring, upon entering The 
Pump Jack, the bear/leather posing 
bar on the strip in East Van, I was 
inducted in the bear clan as a cub. 
Posing bars play music but sport no 
dance floors. The idea is to stand 
around, look desirable, play pool, eat 
peanuts, and throw peanut shells onto 
the floor. My Boyz and I waltz into 
the bar im our cute club clothes, 
looking a bit out of place. It was a 
Wednesday, so most of the leathers 
were in street clothes. Aging in the fag 
community involves growing old and 
evolving into one of the four choices: 
leather, bear, dignified, or potato. All 
of the former frequent The Pump Jack 
even on a Wednesday. 

My arrival turned a few heads. 
Yeah me! Chicks at The Pump Jack are 
not a common sight. A few Boyz roll 
around on their stools, mistaking me 
for chicken. One big ol’ pool-playing 
nabs me as I make my 


bea iP Way 


through the bar. Next thing I know, 


flannel and chest 


chicks I 
never found attractive. We chat. He’s 


Fim eneulred im 


hair—which, even in have 
visiting from Australia, and points to 


his underwear hanging from the 


rafters. This is another Pump Jack 
tradition. Some restaurants take pride 
in cutting ties and hanging them on a 
wall—The Pump Jack staff zealously 
pants the men, cut off their undies, 
which then hang on the rafters. A 


quick discussion regarding my state of 


underwearlessness (total lie) puts to 
end any thought of my panties joining 
those flapping in the breeze. He does, 
however, buy me a drink, and intro- 
duces me to all his friends, and asks 
me to join them in a game of pool. I 
order a ginger ale and admit that | am 
one of two lesbians in the world who 
cannot shoot pool. I’m still waiting to 


meet the other. The bears and I discuss 


fashion—flannel, boots, and belts with 
large buckles. Then it happens. A cute 
leather enters the bar. All heads snap 
around. The bears posture. Burly, 


hairy chests threaten to pop out of 


p 


aid shirts all around me. 


Leathers orders a beer Weather 
straddles a stool a few yards from the 
bears. I stroll over, tap him on the 
shoulder, and ask him his name. We 
chat, and I ask him if he plays pool. 
He does. He would like to play now, in 
fact. I bring him to my Australian 
bear, explaining that I can’t play pool, 
but my friend will surely let him join 
the table. He smiles and nods. 
Successful catch. As I leave the bar to 
go dancing at Numbers, Australia 
stops me to announce to the table that 
Tama baby bear and forever welcome 


in their circle.v 
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There Goes the Neighbourhood 


by M.D. Smith 


Courtesy of Times .LO Magazine/wivw.times L0.07rg) 


nce, and not so very long ago, 
what we are was punishable 
under specific acts of law. 
Because otf society's mores, MOst people 
of our ilk would lead sedate, and ofter 
lonely lives. Stonewall erupted in New 
York in June of 1969 and in the City of 
Edmonton, one gay man said to a smal 


group of friends, “This city needs a gay 


club.” In 1969, I was seven years-old 
and whether Edmonton had a gay club 


or not was of no concern to me. By the 


end of that year, this small group had 
formed a society (the first registered 


North 


Continent), had chosen a location, and 


gay society on the American 
opened their doors to those who would 
dare enter through them. This, however, 
did not last. The owner of the building 


they had leased discovered that he was 
“contributing to the decay of decency,” 
and decided to lock the people out. The 
small group took the owner to court, 
recovered the money they had put into 
the endeavor and proceeded to find 
another location. An alternative site was 
found, and where The Boots and Saddle 
is now located was where Club °70 
became a reality. Between early 1970 and 
late 1977 the club was a gathering place 
for gay men and women to meet and 
socialize. “Up to 250 people on a good 
night,” my roommate tells me, and he 
was there. As word got around, more 
and more people ventured “out” and 
tor many, life became less obscure. 

By the end of ’77, Club ’70 changed 
hands and for a short time was known 
as The Cha Cha Palace. At that time, 
the 106 Street Social Club Society was 
formed, and in October of 1979 it 


article continues on page 1S... 


womonspace njovember 2002 


Liz Massiah 


M.S.W., R.S.W. 
Clinical Social Worker 


Healing work with lesbians 
by a lesbian. 


Sliding scale. 


#203, 10129 - 124 Street, 
Edmonton, Alberta 
Phone (780) 415-5434 


“ ’ 


Through uncertainty to new possibilities.’ 


vibes, silicone dills, lubes, latex 


Celebration& = 
Empowerment of 
Women s Sexuality 


Mail order catalogue $5 

Secure online shopping 

Store open 7 days a week 
Express shipping 


896 Commercial Drive, Vancouver BC 
T: 604.254.2543 

Toll Free: 1.888.WYM.WARE 

www. Wwomynsware.com 
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the bars 


Interview with Liz Gates, 
Owner, Secrets Bar and Grill 
With a Little Help From Twiggy 
(James Ross—no relation to 
Diana!) 
by Shawna L. Mochnacz 
WS: How long have vou had Secrets? 
liz; ’'ve had Secrets for almost five 
years. I moved up from Calgary where 
I was a social worker for 15 years. Some 
friends of mine had moved up here, 
army girls, and I decided to make a 
career change and start a bar they could 
go to. I came up to open a lesbian bar, 
but it’s really a community bar. 


WS: What’s your favorite part about 
running a bar? 

liz: Bringing different people in the 
community together—the gay men, 
drag queens, lesbians—so that people 


don’t fear each other. 


WSs: What was your first gay bar expe- 
rience like? 

liz: It was the 50/50 Club in Calgary 
about IS years ago—old, old dykes. 
Women were dressed like men—it was 
kind of scary. I went with my girlfriend— 
we were from a small town. We stayed 
all night...it was a different culture...] 
loved it...I felt finally free. 


ws: What happened to the motorcycle 
at the back of the bar? 

liz: | had to make more room in the bar, 
and was too busy to ride it, to appreciate 
It—it was dusty. A dyke came in and 


made a good offer, so I sold it. 


WS: How many on your staff? 

liZ: There’s five. | met Twiggy in a bank 
when I first came to Edmonton. I was 
Calgary, and 


lonely for anything 


noticed the logo of my Calgary ball 


SRS sien 


team for the gay games on the t-shirt 
he was wearing. I introduced myself, 
and I can’t get rid of him! He’s been 
here ever since! 


twiggy: Yeah, isn’t that horrible! (laughing) 


Ws: What would surprise people about 
Secrets? 

twiggy: That boys and girls mix easily. 
In the community, there are the boys 
who hate girls, the girls who hate 
boys—at Secrets, they mix easily. 


ws: What do you like about working at 
Secrets? 

twiggy: I like working with the girls. Pve 
mostly worked at boy bars—I worked 
at Flashback (not Flashbacks!) for 11 
years (located where Bronze on Sth is)— 
Alberta’s premiere Crisco Disco ! It was 
a trendy-to-be-gay-on-the-weekend-kind 
of bar. Chronologically, things started 
with Club °70, then Flashback, then 
Boots, then Roost. I’ve been at Secrets 
since pretty much the beginning. 
Originally it was The Hydrant—a lounge 
bar for the fire hall next door. Before 
that it was a Chinese food restaurant. 


WS: Do you recall your first gay bar 
experience? 

twiggy: Oh, it was Boots and Saddle. 
They had a horseshoe bar, white stucco 
walls, some mirrored parts and murals, 
wagon wheels on chains. “Dyke Ally” 


was a four foot raised area on the side 
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in front of the pool tables off from the 
dance floor that the women took over 
all the time. I was underage, and came 
in with a friend and had a small coke in 
a rock glass—I didn’t even start drinking 
until years later. [had 14 Black Russians 
lined up on my table within an hour— 
sent to my table because the guys 
thought that’s what I was drinking. I 
took a sip from each one, and then left 
because I was so freaked out. The second 
time was New Year’s Eve—the live band 
was fabulous, the food was amazing, 
and everyone was so friendly. 


WS: What changes have you noticed in 
the Edmonton community since you 
arrived? 
liz) The progress the community has 
made, regardless of bars coming and 
going, has been amazing. We’re all 
fighting for the same cause. There 
should be no fear—just chit-chat, make 
a friend, understand where others are 
coming from—the bulldykes, the drag 
queens, the cross dressers—all that 
good stuff. That’s what it’s all about. v 
tna, Ceti, © Frey 
Brn, Mi by, aa "3s 
. continued from page 13. 
became what we know it as today—The 
Boots and Saddle. The closet I was in 
was very deep and I was standing in its 
darkest corner. But I realized that gay 
people actually had substantial contact 
with other gay people. They did not 
just arrange clandestine sexual trysts 
and then never see one another again. 
They told each other their real names, 
and developed honest friendships. They 
shared life experiences, and when 
called for, they either laughed or cried 
on each other’s shoulders. The venue 
where I discovered this freedom was 
The Boots. 1 am forty-one now, less 
self-absorbed, more cognizant of my 
community and its history and am 
better able to appreciate the efforts of 
those who came before me.¥ 
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We can help: 


Edmonton Physical 
Therapy Clinic Ltd. 


10848 Jasper Avenue 
Tel: 428-688 | 


No doctor's referral required. 
VVCB and CRP funded. 


B&D 


EMPORIUM 


CUSTOM CLOTHING 
FOR MEN AND WOMEN 


leather, latex, pvc, 


gothic, punk, fetish 

toys, books, mags, 

shoes, wigs, boots, 
pride supplies. 


9652 JASPER AVE. 
EDMONTON 
(780) 428-LTHR 


426 - 81TH AVE. S.E. 
CALGARY 
(403) 265-7789 
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the bars 


Interview with Dow Hicks, 
Owner, The Roost 


by Shawna L. Mochnacz 


WS: How long have you owned The 
Roost and how many people work 
for you? 

dh: I have owned The Roost for the 
whole 25 years that it has been in 
operation. In the beginning I had 
three partners, but they all moved to 
the coast over the first few years of 


operation. We employ about 30 
people monthly on a semi-full-time 


and part-time basis. 


Ws: What did you do before The 
Roost? 

dh: | worked as a manager for AGT/Telus 
for thirty years. For twenty of those 
years I was also operating The Roost. I 
was president of Club *70 for awhile, 
which was the only mixed club at that 
time before we formed The Roost. 
Before that, there were no gay bars, 


nothing—just house parties. 


WS: How did The Roost get its name? 

dh: | was traveling in Hawaii and came 
across a straight bar called The Cock’s 
Roost—seemed like a great name for a 
gay bar. We tried it for two days, and then 


dropped it, since the girls didn’t like it. 


ws: What was the grand opening like? 
dh: It was only one level back then—the 
bar was where the deli is now. The line 
up was down the street the first day. We 


had a rooster in a cage—one of my 
partner’s at the time had a farm. Due to 
liquor licensing, we were only open 


weekends, but the bar carried its own. 


WS: What is your day like at the club? 
dh: I’m at the club every day for about 
an hour. I have every confidence in 


how my staff runs the facility. We have 


weekly meetings. On weekends I gener- 
ally stay until closing. I get enough of 
Roost, so J 


the club scene at The 


generally don’t go out much. 


Ws: What was your very first gay bar 
experience? 

dh: My first experience with gay bars 
was in both Vancouver and Seattle in 
the late ’60s. I guess I am aging myself 
in this comment! We would drive all 
the way there for a long weekend. I 
can’t even remember the name of the 
place in Vancouver. I went with a few 
friends—I would never FORO the bar by 
myself—even today. It just feels more 
comfortable to go with friends—you 
know you have someone to talk to...] 
Was pretty nervous and people were 
really quite drunk. We danced—it was 
the first time for’ that too. Nobody 
from home was going to see you—that 
made people feel more comfortable. 
We stayed late and had a great time. 


WS: What is it that you enjoy the most 
about running a club? 
dh: Running this bar is a very inter- 


esting job as you meet all kinds of 
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people, some more interesting than 
others of course, but that goes with the 
territory. I think that gay and lesbian 
people are more demanding than 
regular straight patrons, so we have to 
make a greater effort to please them. 


ws: What would surprise people about 
The Roost? 

dh: | think one of the most surprising 
things about The Roost is its longevity. 
That is something that is always in the 
back of my mind. 


ws: A brief history of The Roost? 

dh: The Roost was started in September 
1977 by Paul Tilroe, Robert Dean, 
Eugene Keith and myself. It was a while 
in the planning as we had a different 
location in mind but that was not 
acceptable to the city on the basis of 
zoning. We occupied only the first 
floor at the time we opened and we 
were open only three nights per week— 
Friday, Saturday; and Sunday. In 1980, 
we added a small patio on the north 
side and in 1985 increased its size. In 
1989 we developed the second floor to 
give a different atmosphere with music 
appealing to another audience. The 
patio was again doubled in 1995S to its 
present size and capacity. Over our 
years of operation we have always tried 
to appeal to the whole gay community 
and lately also to those sympathetic to 
our lifestyle. As we go into our second 
quarter century we will try to continue 
to serve the needs and Edmonton’s Gay 
and Lesbian community and look 
forward to meeting the needs of our 
group. We do seem to be losing the 
more senior members of the commu- 
nity as we perhaps do not meet their 
needs and: this is a concern to me, 
perhaps because that is my age group. 
We’re not the largest community going, 
and we've always tried to serve all 
members of the community—including 
everyone Is important.¥ 
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Say 
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re on call 


Caring MAINTENANCE, 


RENOVATION, REPAIRS 


Plumbing, Electrical, Tile, Painting, 
Drywall, Framing, Doors, Decks, 
Interior Renovations, 
and much more! 


NO JOB TOO SMALL 


Quality workmanship available at your 
convenience, at Reasonable Rates! 
Seniors Discount 


(780) 477-7874 


housedr@telusplanet.net 


Jackie Vurko B.Se. ND. 


ed 1e 


6523 = 111 Street 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T6H 4R5 


Phone: (780) 430-4553 
Fax: (780) 430-0851 
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The Stonewall Riots 


by D. Bianco (www.planetout.com) 


he name Stonewall has 

taken on mythic propor- 

tions in lesbian and gay 
culture. But its widespread 
appropriation doesn’t dilute 
the importance of what hap- 
pened in the summer of 1969 
in New York City. The event is still a 
hot topic of debate in gay circles, with 
much disagreement about what actually 
precipitated the violence and who took 
part in it. One legend holds that Judy 
held June 27th in 


Garland’s funeral, 


Manhattan, fanned the flames of gay 
rage. Other versions of the story claim 
that dozens of sequined drag queens and 
a mysterious, unidentified butch lesbian 
were at the forefront of the street rebel- 
lion. But a few facts seem certain. In the 
early morning hours of June 28, 1969, 
the police raided the Stonewall Inn at 
53 Christopher Street—a dingy, Mafia- 
run private club with a predominantly 
gay clientele. The charge was illegal 
sale of alcohol. It was the second time 
that week the bar had been targeted by 
the police, and other gay bars had also 
been raided in prior weeks. 

Police officers lined up the Stonewall’s 
200 patrons to check identification. Most 


were free to leave, but the staff, as well 


as three drag queens and two male-to- 


female transsexuals, were detained. 
Eyewitnesses recalled that the scene 
outside the bar was at first campy and 
festive, Patrons were joined by tourists 
and passers-by, and everyone cheered 
when a gay person emerged from the 
bar, dismissed by the police. But when a 
paddy wagon arrived and the police 
loaded the bar’s staff and the three drag 
queens inside, the crowd on the street 


grew surly. One person threw a rock 


‘recy ss 


Riots mat 


gay liberation 
movement that 
»rmed the 


oppression of 
1 


transf 


and eventually gar- 


through a window, 


bage cans, bottles, and even a parking 
meter were used to assault the building. 
Someone set a fire with lighter fluid. 
By newspaper accounts, 13 people 
were arrested and three police officers 
sustained minor injuries in the confron- 
tation. Later that night and into Sunday 
morning, a crowd again gathered in 
front of the 


the street without incident this time, 


ravaged bar. Police cleared 
but another street altercation occurred 
a tew days later. An alliance that formed 
from a meeting held at the end of July 
adopted the name Gay Liberation Front. 
Gay activists circulated copies of a 
flyer calling for a mass homosexual 
liberation meeting. The headline of the 
flyer read, “Do you think homosexuals 
are revolting? You bet your sweet ass 


we are!” W 


After Stonewall, the segitel to 
the Emmry-winning Before 
Stonewall, chronicles the history 
of lesbian and gay life from the 
riots at the Stonewall Bar to the 
The film 


is narrated by Melissa Etheridge 


end of the 20th Century. ’ 

and includes interviews with 
Congressman Barney Frank, 
author Rita Mae Brown, and 


novelist Armistead Maupin. 
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arts 

Circle Dance es Wednesday. of the month, 
7:30 PM at Southminster Steinhauer United 

Church, 10740-19 Ave. Call Ann at 435-2288. 


Edmonton Vocal Minority Mixed voice choir. Join as 
Call 479-2038 or 
evm@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 


Qut at the Symphony For gay and lesbian music 
Call Paul at the 


a singer or a supporter. 


lovers and their friends. 
ESO 429-1992, ext 240. 


athletics 
Curling League Pudas at Grek Curling C tub. 


No previous experience required. Call Lance 
at 479-0211 or Ideeka@hotmail.com 

Making Waves Swim (lub Sundays 8 pM and 
Thursdays 8:30 PM 
Tuesdays 8:30 PM at Scona Pool. Call Jan at 
454-9987 
Northern Titan’ Ten pin 
Saturdays 4:45 pm. Call Garry or Dave at 
426-6311 or davegarry711@home.com 
Women’s Slowpitth Season runs May-Sept. $30 


fee includes end of season party. Still open to 


at Bonnie Doon Pool. 


or makingwaves_edm@yahoo.com 


bowling league. 


drop-ins. Mixed group. For info call Tina at 
423-9925 or fixitina@hotmail.com 


churches | 


Affirm United support group for members of 


the United Church of Canada. Call Therese 
at 446-6176. 


Brethren Mennonite Council For gay, 


bisexual Mennonites and friends. Call Heather 


lesbian and 


at 987-4974, or email jonrach@ msn.com 


Dignity Edmonton For gay, lesbian and bisexual 
Roman Catholics and friends. Call Bernard 
at 451-1794 or Joseph at 481-4218, trainlvr@ 
compusmart.ab.ca 


Lambda Christian Community Church A non- 
denominational, evangelical Christian church. 
Sundays at 7 PM at Garneau United Place, 


11148-84 Ave. Call 474-0753 


Lutherans Concerned A spiritual community for 
GLBT and straight people gathering monthly 
for worship, sharing and friendship 
Individual support, resources and a safe 
space for spiritual questions. Call 426-0905, 
lcedmonton@lena.org 
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McDougall United Church Welcomes people of all 
sexual orientations. Sundays at 10:30 AM at 
10086 McDonald Dr. Call 428-1818. 


Southminster-Steinhauer United Church Welcomes all 
orientations and is an affirming 


Sundays at 10 AM at 


sexual 
United Church. 
10740-19 Ave. Call the church office at 
435-2028 or Debbie at 987-4974. 

Unitarian Church of Edmonton Worship and services 
of union. Sundays at 9:30 AM and 11:15 AM 
at 12530-110 Ave. Call 454-8073, uce@ 


compusmart.ab.ca 


focus groups 


AGAPE A focus group set up to consider issues in 


relation to sex-and-gender differences and 
schooling. It is designed to meet the needs of 
LGBT undergraduate and graduate students, 
faculty, and staff in the Faculty of Education. 
As well, we welcome practicing teachers and 
other interested members of the larger com- 
alberta.ca or 


munity. Contact andre.grace@u 


wellsk@icrossroads.com 


hangouts for lesbians — ae 


The Bagel Tree: 10345 Whyte Ave; Cafe 
Mosaics: 10844 Whyte Ave; The Roost: 
10345-104 St; Secrets Bar & Grill: 10249- 


107 St; Urban Grind: 10124-124 St. 
leisure groups | 


Breakfast (lub Second Sundar of the month. 
Call Dianne at 433-0374 before PM the Fri 
before to ensure your reservation. 

(lassi. Social group for lesbians over 40. 
Second Sunday of the month. Call Dori at 
487-9510. 

Liatris Society Gardening club for all. Call William 
at 474-7 
National Leather Association Social evening on the 
second Friday of each month 8:30 PM at The 
Roost, 10345-104 St. 


Open Door Cub Social club for Grant MacEwan 


students and friends. 


328 or liatrissociety@ hotmail.com 


Community College 


opendoorclub@hotmail.com 
OUTreach For LGBT 
at U of A. 
outreach@ualberta.ca 


students, staff, and faculty 


Athabasca Hall. 


Tl uesdays 5 PM, 
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support services 


Alcoholics Anonymous Gay 
Call 424-5900. 


Bisexual Support Group GLCCE, last Wednesday of 
Contact 488-3234 or 


and lesbian meetings. 


the month, 7:30 PM. 
488-0564 ext |. 


Bisexual Women's Coffee Group Meets the third 


Monday of the month, varioius locations. 


Contact bwcoffeegroup@yahoo.ca 


Edmonton Rainbow Business Association Second Tuesday 
of the month 7:30 pM 
Call Bill 422-6207. 


Equal = Alberta For equal treatment of all Albertans. 
Call 488-3234 or wqualalberta@ hotmail.com 


at Orlando Books. 


GLCCE Gay and Lesbian Community Center 
for drop-in, peer counseling and library. 
M-F 1:30 pM—5:30 pM, and 7-10 pM. 


Thursdays 7:30 PM are women’s drop-in. 
Call 488-3234 or glece@compusmart. ab.ca, 
9912-106 St. 

I(ARE Interfaith Center for AIDS/HIV Resources 
and Education. Call Mickey Wilson at 448- 


1768 or icare@oanet.com 


Naturopathy for Women Free information sessions 


on naturopathy with a focus on women’s 


month 7 PM 


all Jackie 


health. First Monday of the 
Park Allen Hall, 11104-65 Ave. ¢ 
Yurko at 430-4553. 

PFLAG/T Support for parents, families and 
of LGBT. Third 


month 7:30 pM at GLCCE. 
462-5958 or 


friends Tuesday of the 
Call Lynne at 


ptlag@freenet.edmonton.ab.ca 
Transgender/Transsexual Support GLLCE, 


and fourth Tuesdays of the month 
Info: 488-3234. 


Women’s Coming Out Group GLCCE, every Monday. 
Call Tamsin 488-0564, ext 1. 

Yours, Mine, Ours 6 Us Support group for LGBT 
parents, co-parents and partners. Call Liz at 
415-5434 or Garry at 426-6311. 

Youth Understanding Youth Social and support group 
for LGBT age 25 and 
7-9 PM at GLCCE or yuyedm@hotmail.com 


second 


7:30 PM. 


under. Saturdays 


Gaywire Lesbian, gay and bisexual news 
Interviews and music. Thursdavs 6-7 PM on 


CJSR 88.5 FM. - 
Sonic Sisters Women’s music hosted by Cori 


Brewster Tuesdays 7-8 pM on CJSR 88.5 FM. 


seh “FERS : "Ory, Se . ~ 
Classifieds are, ety” Cong > wee 


Classified ad deadline is 5 pn on November sth. Three lines max. Free to members, $5 to non-members Contact womonspace @hotmail.com 


accommodations never called, we especially want to hear 
Romantic weekends in spa tub at the Two from you again! Add your name to The List 
of The Revered! Call 482-1794 or 


Spirit Guest Ranch and Retreat near Regina, 
Saskatchewan. Call 1-866-731-2200 (toll free) 
or visit WWww.twospiritguestranchandretreat.com 


womonspace@hotmail.com 


Available mid-Noy, raised extra 
lean ground beef. Gov inspected. Call Bernice 


organically 


Seashell Housekeeping Units. Down East 


Nowa Ceote Hospitality by Marie & Nan. (evgs) 764-2319 or blumkad@telusplanet.net 
June 15—Oct 15. (902) 224-1563 announcements 
Quiet country vacation cabins near Jasper, Is drinking a problem? A.A. can help! 424- 


AB. Open year round. Call Mary or Carol al 5900 


free 1-866-817-9700/www.oldentrance.ab.ca 


opportunities 


Are you a woman 1n 


Drugs a problem? Cocaine Anonymous can 


help! 425-2715 
messages Se 
To H: It’s pronounced Sharkolepsy! ; ) 


Thank you!! § 


uniform or you know 
women in uniform? Womonspace is looking 
to protile uniformed dykes in the upcoming 


Jan issue. Contact womonspace@ eal com J: The hills really were alive! 


ae eas L: Talking to the tv during Survivor does not 
Want an easy, fun wav to meet women: 


, > > “ter! . Ip 
Volunteer for Womonspace Dances! If make them smarter! :) PI 


you've volunteered in the past and were S: Santa is watching... 
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Dear Dr. Dyke, 

The grrl I'm datingiright now seems to 
be morphing before my very eyes. When 
I met her, she was a cool boi, but now 


she’s changing into I don’t know what. 
She seems to be wimping out and going 
mainstream or something. She’s even 
letting some of her piercings grow in. 
When I ask her what's going on, she just 
shrugs and says nothing. Should I be 
worried? 

Signed Crunchy Peanut Butter Clif Bar 


Dear CPBCB, 

Abhbh...your little baby dyke is growing 
up. Sometimes the little bois need to 
grow into men, or women, or whatever 
is in between. Yes, it’s pretty hard to 
imagine a 50 year-old woman wearing 
a backwards cap, with her nose pierced, 
but rest assured, Dr. Dyke will always 
have red Airwalks with matching red 
ball cap in the closet for those mornings 
at the farmer’s market! Everyone needs 
to express themselves in a way that is 
true to them, and makes them as com- 
fortable and happy as- possible. If she 
decides she wants to wear cardigans or 
doilies or whatever, you must respect 
her decision and love her just the same. 
If she wants her piercings to grow in, 
so be it. If she decides that flannel is 
her favorite colour—fine, but remember 
to ditch the flannel bed sheets to avoid 
sparking a pesky house fire. If she 
wants to get a tattoo_all over her back 
like in Red Dragon, be there with the 
antibacterial cream. (And maybe a 
coupon for therapy!) Maybe if it’s 
bothering you so much, take a closer 
look at why you are with her, and how 
you express yourself. If she develops a 
taste for polyester... well, okay, there IS 
a limit to self-expression! 


womonspace jovember 2002 


Dear Dr. Dyke, 

My partner is really close 

to her folks, but they live 

here in town, and it seems 

lately that they are dropping 

over more and more. I like 

them, but I feel like it’s a little too much 
lately. Is there a way to tell my partner 
that more is not always better? 


Signed, Chbcolate Coated Peanut Butter 
Bio Protein Bar 


Dear CCPBBPB, 

For some lesbians, a visit from the in- 
laws is right up there with wearing 
slacks, the pelvic examination, taking 
the cats to the vet, and seeing an ex 
with her fabulous new gf. In the case of 
frequent family drop-ins, consider: a) 
not answering the phone every time 
they call; b) not answering the door 
ever again; or c) moving to a different 
city. To truly enjoy the visits, be 
yourself, and plan activities you enjoy 
and can share with the family. In the 
case. of Dr. Dyke’s family, drinking 
springs to mind. Approaching your 
partner is a bit tricky. Maybe referring 
to her family’s visits as double dates 
might get her attention. A word of 
warning about moving to a different 
city-although it may feel good in that 
instant gratification way, eventually 
they will track you down, and stay 
with you for ENTIRE weekends!! 


THE ‘DOCTOR’ IS IN! 
Send your questions to the 
relationship/life/sex/home improvement 
dyke expert! 


Write to doctc wdyke69@ hotmail.com 


Start your holiday shopping early this year! 


Aomonspace Fabulous Fall Craft Fair 


12:00 pm to 4:00 pm @ Westmount Hall 


Saturday, November 16th 


pace November Dance 


9:00 pm to 1:00 am @ Westmount Hall 
10970 - 127th street 


Leave a message at 487-1794 to volunteer. 


the top five benefits.to becoming a womonspace member: 


You are You get ft arrives You support a The distribution 
guaranteed a something in discreetly at your great community locations run out of 
newsletter, the mail once home in a nice group, and get womonspace quickly 
hot off the a month that newsletter-sized cool discounts and you don’t handle 
press, before has nothing to manila envelope, for dances, and disappointment well. 
any hit the do with your just In case you other activities. Things get smashed. 
streets! friend Visa or still live with Nobody wins. Just 
Mastercard. your boyfriend! join already! 


membership form, 
(Gouhidenaene Assured) 


A, Name(s) 


Address 


City Postal Code 
Phone F E-mail 
12 month membership fee: 


$15/single or $25/couple (with one newsletter) 
$15/associate (Friends of Womonspace; newsletter only) 


(heque or money order payable to: WWomonspace, Box 128 Main P.O., Edmonton, Alberta 
TS] 3K4 Phoner (780) 482-1794 (low income available) 


1) New Member (4 Renewal Q) Associate 
4) I would like to be a volunteer : 
Q) Please mail my newsletter to my home Total Enclosed: 


| 
| $ 
l 


4 I will pick up the newsletter at dances and events 


(J I would not like to be a volunteer at dances and events 


4) I would like to receive a copy of the Womonspace Constitution 


